
THE EVANGELINETHE EVANGELINE

The Latest News from Clarke ParishThe Latest News from Clarke Parish

1 EPIPHANY1 EPIPHANY

The First Sunday after the EpiphanyThe First Sunday after the Epiphany

The Baptism of Our LordThe Baptism of Our Lord
January 13, 2019January 13, 2019

9 am (SM) 9 am (SM) - Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

10:15 am (GEC)10:15 am (GEC) - Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

Lessons:Lessons:  Isaiah 43:1-7, Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Lay  Readers:Lay  Readers:  9 am - Bob Holmes / 10:15 am - Ben Newlon

Acoly tesAcoly tes: Terrence Preston, Gray Jones & Elise Rovde

Altar Guild:Altar Guild:  Priscilla Lowe and Abby Sours (January)

Ushers:Ushers:  Robin & Tom McFillen

Coffee Hour:Coffee Hour:  Potluck Luncheon

The Annual Meeting of Grace ChurchAnnual Meeting of Grace Church will immediately follow the 10:15 am service.

All members are strongly encouraged to attend this important event.

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT W EATHERIN CASE OF INCLEMENT W EATHER - The weather forecast has mentioned the

possibility of SNOW this weekend, Saturday night into Sunday. If this occurs and roads are

unsafe for travel, please note that church services at both Grace & St. Mary's always go on

as scheduled (9 & 10:15 am). However, the Annual Meeting of Grace will be postponed until

February 3, 2019. Please check your e-mail or the church's Facebook page on Sunday

morning for a decision regarding postponing the meeting.

NOTE - No news means everything is on track and will continue as scheduled.

2 EPIPHANY2 EPIPHANY

Second Sunday after the EpiphanySecond Sunday after the Epiphany
January 20, 2019January 20, 2019

8 am (GEC)8 am (GEC) - Holy Eucharist (Rite I)

9 am (SM) - Morning Prayer (Rite II)

11 am (GEC) - Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

LessonsLessons: Isaiah 62:1-5, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11

Lay  ReaderLay  Reader:  8 am - Robin York / 9 am - Edie Hanscom / 11 am - Marilyn Estep

Acoly tesAcoly tes: Emmett, Charlotte & Warren Maiberger



UshersUshers: Robin & Tom McFillen

The Annual Meeting of St. Mary 's Memorial ChurchAnnual Meeting of St. Mary 's Memorial Church will immediately follow

the 9 am service. All members are strongly encouraged to attend this important event.

FLOWERS

ALTAR FLOW ERS (1/14/19)ALTAR FLOW ERS (1/14/19)   - The altar flowers at Grace Episcopal Church are given to

the glory of God by Carolyn Gordon in loving memory of her grandson, Steven Langdon

Wilson.

ALTAR FLOW ERS (1/20/19)ALTAR FLOW ERS (1/20/19)  - The altar flowers at Grace Episcopal Church are given to

the glory of God in honor of our retiring vestry members - Jess Bacon, Colin Greene and

Nadine Pluchinsky. Thank you for your dedication and faithful service to the church!

ALTAR FLOW ER SIGN-UP ALTAR FLOW ER SIGN-UP - It's time to update the altar flower list for the new year! Many

parishioners and friends have specific dates each year that they want to provide the flowers

for. If you are a regular donor and wish to CONTINUE your year dates, no action is

necessary. If you are interested on discontinuing, changing or looking for available dates to

provide the flowers, please contact the office ASAP. We would like to have the 'Master List'

of altar flower donations updated by the end of January.

FROM THE RECTOR

Happy New Year! Welcome to the first Evangeline of 2019. In this season of Epiphany, we

celebrate the light coming into the world through Jesus Christ and the light that guided the

Wise Men to the stable in Bethlehem. As I said in my sermon on Sunday, we too are called

to be the light of Christ in the world. There are many people in our community who are in

need of a church home and are looking for something more in their lives. We can be that

beacon of light, constant and yet not blinding. There is nothing worse that have 15 people

leaping on you and trying to sign you up for every ministry under the sun when you first

walk into a church. Yet a simple welcome, come to coffee hour, have you just moved here,

goes a long way. Research has proven that a newcomer is far more likely to stay when they

are welcomed by a lay person rather than clergy. Of course, as the priest I should welcome

them too, but it is a friendly face from the congregation that will invite people into what we

have.

In the words of St. Benedict let us “welcome the stranger as if they were Christ himself”.

Blessings,

Justin+

CHURCH NEWS

GEC ANNUAL MEETING - GEC ANNUAL MEETING - The Annual Meeting of Grace Church is scheduled for THISTHIS

SUNDAY, January  13thSUNDAY, January  13th  immediately following a 10:15 am service. Please note that we

will not offer an 8 am or 11 am service this day, instead electing to combine service times to

make it easier for everyone to attend this important meeting. It is the tradition at Annual

Meetings to hear all about the 'good things' accomplished the previous year with detailed

reports offered by church leadership. It is also a time to elect new Vestry members and

Delegates, learn about goals, plans and expectations for the coming year, and most

importantly provide a time for parishioners to openly voice their thoughts and opinions on



church matters. Your attendance and participation is critical to the overall health of our

congregation! A potluck luncheon in the Parish Hall will immediately follow the meeting and

help wrap-up our church day.

In case of inclement weather, the Annual Meeting will be postponed until February 3, 2019 -

please check your e-mail or the church's Facebook page on Sunday morning for a final

decision. NOTE - No news means everything is on track and will continue as scheduled.

The Annual Report package will be distributed via email as soon as tomorrow to Grace's

congregants. To be better prepared for Sunday's meeting, please take a few minutes to

review the assembled material.

VESTRY - Nominating Committee News - VESTRY - Nominating Committee News - This year we are very fortunate to have five

talented parishioners who have offered themselves for leadership on the Grace

vestry. Additional nominations can also be made from the floor during the meeting. There

will be three open spaces that we will vote on. Please read the bios below and prayerfully

consider who you would like to elect and whom God might be calling to serve. A paper

ballot will be distributed to all voting members at the onset of the meeting. Results will be

tabulated and announced later in the meeting's agenda.

Candidate Bio 's:Candidate Bio 's:

Kim KempKim Kemp - I have been a faithful member of Grace Church since 1984. In my time here, I

have served on the Vestry as a member and elected Register, taught Sunday School (80's),

been involved with the Youth Group, served as Church Treasurer and the Hospitality

chairman (90's), as well as my continuing work with the Altar Guild. After taking a second

job in 2004, my new work scheduled forced me to unfortunately curtailed some of my

activities at church. However, now that I've recently retired from the school system, I look

forward to becoming more involved again.

Glen KoontzGlen Koontz - After moving to Berryville from Washington, D.C., English and I left our

home at St. Paul's on K Street, and began attending Grace Episcopal Church. We were

welcomed, and Grace quickly became our new spiritual home. It is where our daughter,

Holland, attended Sunday School, and was confirmed. It is where both my parents

attended their last Christmas mass. It is a special place. Now that changes in my professional

life allow me to be closer physically than in times past, I am called to do more than simply

pledging and giving money. I would like to offer my time and talents to the Grace Vestry, so

that our Church may continue to offer a spiritual home to Clarke County families for many

years to come.

Todd MaibergerTodd Maiberger - My wife, Katie, and I have been members of Grace Church since 1999.

We have three children that are being raised in the episcopal tradition within the parish and

are active in the Sunday School program and as acolytes. I have previously served on

Vestry, am an eager Shrine Mont retreat participant, and generally lend a hand whenever

and wherever I can. I was asked by this year's nominating committee to consider serving

on Vestry again, and am happy and willing to do so.

Ben NewlonBen Newlon - My name is Ben Newlon, retired grandfather, age 68. I’ve been a member of

Grace Church since 1992 and have served two previous terms on the vestry, also serving

as a lay reader and, briefly, as leader of the adult Sunday school class. For many years

Grace has been for me a wonderful source of spiritual growth and strength through the

ministry of the Word and Christian fellowship. I would be honored to serve on the vestry or

in any other way as we discern and carry out God’s mission in the coming years.   

Robin YorkRobin York  - I am a third generation member of Grace Church and currently Clarke

Parish’s longest actively serving acolyte with almost 50 years scheduled service. But my



service is not limited to my role as an acolyte. In my broader role, I am one of the Parish’s

appointed Trustees and Lay Readers, and a former Vestry Member. I am also licensed by

the Bishop to serve as a Worship Leader and Preacher and serve in this role when our priest

is unavailable. Outside of the church, I work as a Senior Human Resources Analyst in local

government focusing primarily on employee relations, workforce planning, and employee

benefits. I offer myself as a candidate for service on the Vestry because I feel called by the

Baptismal Covenant “to seek and serve Christ in all persons”….especially those persons,

outside our walls, not aware of who we are, and that God is calling them.

NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES THIS SUNDAY (1/13)!NO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES THIS SUNDAY (1/13)!  - In lieu of Sunday

School classes this week, students are encouraged to attend the 10:15 am worship service

instead. After the service, as the adults prepare to move into Annual Meeting mode, parish

youth will be dismissed to the 'Gracement' for craft time and a movie with chaperones.

Everyone will reconvene at a Potluck Luncheon in the Parish Hall immediately following

Sunday's meeting.

POTLUCK LUNCHEON - THIS SUNDAY (1/13)!POTLUCK LUNCHEON - THIS SUNDAY (1/13)!  It's no secret...we at Clarke Parish

LOVE anything food, fun or feast related. Our special meals, coffee hours and potluck

luncheons are always a hit with parishioners and friends. With that in mind, we decided that

a Potluck Luncheon immediately following the Annual Meeting was a good enough reason to

gather together for fellowship and FOOD. So, please bring a generous, ready -to-So, please bring a generous, ready -to-

serve dish to share and join us in the Fellowship Hall after this Sunday 'sserve dish to share and join us in the Fellowship Hall after this Sunday 's

meeting - contributions should be dropped in the kitchen BEFORE the start ofmeeting - contributions should be dropped in the kitchen BEFORE the start of

the 10:15 am serv ice. the 10:15 am serv ice. As always, extra hands in the kitchen are always needed,

welcome and very much appreciated. If, however, the meeting the meeting is postponed

because of inclement weather, the potluck too will be delayed until February 3rd.

ST. MARY'S ANNUAL MEETINGST. MARY'S ANNUAL MEETING  - Save the Date!- Save the Date! The Annual Meeting of St. Mary's

Memorial Church has been scheduled for Sunday, January  20thSunday, January  20th . The meeting will

immediately follow the 9 am service. All members are encouraged to attend.

GEC VESTRYGEC VESTRY - The Vestry of Grace Church is scheduled to meet on Monday, JanuaryMonday, January

21st at 7 pm21st at 7 pm in the conference room. Retiring members should plan to attend the start of

this meeting to help properly swear in new Vestry members elected at Annual Meeting.

W ATTSW ATTS - Clarke Parish will again team with other

community churches and the Clarke Co. Ruritan

Club to help sponsor the W inchester AreaW inchester Area

Temporary  Thermal ShelterTemporary  Thermal Shelter  (WATTS)

program in January 2019. We are signed-up to

host the overnight program on W ednesday ,W ednesday ,

Jan. 23rdJan. 23rd  at the fairgrounds. Volunteers are

needed to help with food prep., dinner service,

social hour, games, medical assistance, and

overnight supervision. Please contact Nadine P. @

(540) 722-5035 if available to lend a hand. WATTS is also seeking donations of gently used

coats and cold-weather gear, toothbrushes, disposable razors, chapstick, white tube socks,

etc. (This year, WATTS cannot accept liquid mouthwash or hand sanitizer). This is part of

our HOLIDAY COAT DRIVE (see above) - a large collection bin is located in the parish hall.

PULPIT SW APPULPIT SW AP - Each year, the Clarke County Ministerial Association organizes a Pulpit

Swap within our faith-based community. This year's event is scheduled for Sunday ,Sunday ,

January  27thJanuary  27th  when The Rev. Tom Bernard from Crums Church will visit the churches of

Clarke Parish and Rev. Ivatts heads down the street to officiate at Duncan Memorial. A

Community Potluck Celebration at Enders Fire Hall will follow at 12:30. Everyone is invited



and asked to bring something to contribute to the meal.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETINGOUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING  - Each year, the Outreach Committee meets in

February to allocate funds for charitable distribution. This year's meeting is scheduled for

Sunday, Feb. 24th immediately  following the 11 am serv iceSunday, Feb. 24th immediately  following the 11 am serv ice  when ideas and

recipient suggestions will be discussed for the approximately $5000 of monies available for

distribution. The committee co-chairs, Nadine Pluchinsky and Robin McFillen, invite anyone

interested in outreach to participate. Maybe you have a favorite cause or charity that you

favorite or know of a local, national or international program that would benefit from a

donation - if so, please plan to join us and let your suggestions and ideas be heard! We

have the money - now help us decide how it should be distributed to 'do the most good' -

your input is invaluable!

COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UPCOFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP - Coffee Hour is traditionally a relaxed time after the 11 am

service each week when congregants can gather for fellowship, friendship and food in the

Parish Hall. Sometimes we host special events and organized meals during this time, but the

majority of Sundays are open and need a volunteer willing to provide the nibbles. It doesn't

have to be a fancy feast or lavish spread - Coffee Hour can be something as simple as a

plate of cookies or cheese & crackers. The decision is up to the volunteer as to how

elaborate they choose to make it. In order to keep this wonderful tradition alive, please

consider volunteering to host or co-host a Coffee Hour this year. A sign-up sheet for 2019

is posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

CLARKE PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS!CLARKE PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS! -  - Where do

you see this parish in five years? What do you like/dislike

about the way the parish is headed? What ideas do you

have for future growth? Come and be heard and listen to

others as well as get to know our new priest in a more

informal setting.

The Reverend Justin Ivatts would like to host a series of listening session in the New Year in

people’s homes. If you would be willing to host a session, please call Robin in the Parish

Office. They can be a lunch, a dinner or just s simple coffee morning. You can also specify

how many people you can accommodate. We will then post sign-up sheets with the dates

for people to sign up.  

LAY READER & ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

Please click the link below to access the Lay Reader and Acolyte schedule for January.

It includes scheduling information for both Grace and St. Mary's.

January 2019

Please remember to contact the office in case of conflict or unavailability.

The Schedule for February and March will be available soon.

SAVE THE DATE

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE  - 7th Annual C larke Parish Chili7th Annual C larke Parish Chili

Cook-Off Cook-Off - Sunday, March 24, 2019! Sunday, March 24, 2019! Do you have

what it takes to defeat our past chili champions (Jimmie

Harp, English Koontz, Ed Schilling and Tom McFillen)? Are



you ready to match your chili cooking skills against them

and other entrants? If so, its time to break out, tweak

and perfect your favorite chili recipe and get ready to

compete in this year's cook-off! Cincinnati, 5-Alarm,

Vegetarian, White Chicken Chili, Chili Verde - whatever

your specialty, bring in a batch and get ready to

compete. You never know until the dollars are counted,

who the winner will be - it's anybody's ball game! The Chili

Cook-Off is a fundraiser for the Shrine Mont Financial Assistance Fund (SMFAF) and is truly a

fun and tasty way to spend the afternoon. Save the date and please join us either as a

competitor or judge. 

SAVE THE DATE - SAVE THE DATE - February  Food DistributionFebruary  Food Distribution - Friday, Feb. 15, 2019! - Friday, Feb. 15, 2019!  Every

February, Clarke Parish parishioners and friends volunteer to staff the monthly food

distribution offered through the Clarke Co. Dept. of Social Services. We need your help

filling the food boxes for distribution. The monthly event begins at 8 am and runs until

about 11 am in the Fellowship Hall at Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church. The ECW

of Grace Church generously underwrites this event and covers the expense of all food costs

associated with the giveaway every February. Please contact the office if available to help

for all or part of the morning. At times, some heavy lifting is required. Volunteers will also be

needed on Thursday afternoon (2/14) around 3 pm to help unload and organize the

delivery from the food bank.

SAVE THE DATE - SAVE THE DATE - ShrineShrine

Mont RetreatMont Retreat  - May  3-5, - May  3-5,

2 0 1 9 ! 2 0 1 9 ! If you've never

attended, haven't been on

retreat in a while, or are new to

Clarke Parish, we hope you will

consider joining us for either all

or part of our yearly weekend

at Shrine Mont - We guarantee

a god time! The retreat is

always a yearly highlight and a

fun-filled weekend for parishioners and friends of Clarke Parish, so please mark your

calendars now and save the dates. A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Parish Hall so we

can get an early idea of our headcount. More information will be provided as we get closer

to the actual event.

PRAYERS

BLESSINGS TO OUR PARISHIONERS ANDBLESSINGS TO OUR PARISHIONERS AND

FRIENDS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THISFRIENDS CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS THIS

MONTHMONTH:: Kelsey Parrish, Ben Newlon, Wes Shaffer, Ian

Smith, William Bigelow, John Kauffmann, John Catlett,

Bing Germelman, Glen Koontz, Kristopher Seekford,

Ann Heard, Sarah Dunn, Justin Ivatts, Sharon Parrish,

Carolyn Mason, Barry Nicholson, Gray Jones, Stefan

Donner, and Margaret Burks.

 



CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK! 

Remember to VISIT and LIKE our page on Facebook
(Grace Episcopal Church) 

It’s a great way to keep up-to-date on everything
that’s happening around here AND

see photos of what we’ve been up to too!

Also keep up-to-date
by visiting our Parish Website!

www.clarkeparish.org

Grace Episcopal Church & St. Mary's Memorial Church | Clarke Parish | 540.955.1610
amzgrace@verizon.net | www.clarkeparish.org


